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Dear All,
Christmas – A Story to Share
When he shared bread and wine with his friends at the last meal before his arrest, Jesus
said, ‘Do this in memory of me.’ (Luke 22:19) – and we do.
Different churches call it different things: The Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion, The
Eucharist, The Mass. ‘Mass’ comes from the final line of the service in Latin, ‘Ite, missa est.’
– meaning ‘Go, it is the dismissal’. In our service the priest says, ‘Go in peace to Love and
serve the Lord.’ and everyone responds, ‘In the name of Christ. Amen.’
Christmas(s) is the commemoration of the birth of Jesus Christ and our celebrations of the
day begin with sharing Holy Communion just after midnight (‘Midnight Mass’).
For many people Christmas is a time of get-togethers – of seeing family and friends, but
maybe for Christians the ‘being sent out’ is equally - if not more - important. Christmas
isn’t just a story to remember for a few faithful souls, but a story to tell - to a new
audience, a new generation.
As a vicar I’m blessed because I get lots of invitations to tell the Christmas story – the first
part of the story of God’s rescue plan for lost humankind – to hundreds of children from
local schools, but I hope that, amid all the festivities, you will make and take opportunities
to tell people the Christmas story too – and what it means, personally, to you.
Have a blessed Christmas!

Merrin

Graduation Day
After 3 years of dedicated study, with the Open University, My daughter
Natalie graduated with a History degree. This was a great achievement, as not
only was she studying and working full time, she was also looking after her
family.
The 21st September was a very proud moment for ken and myself when we
went to the Barbican centre to watch Natalie receive her diploma at her
graduation ceremony. Natalie’s husband and 3 children were also there.
Celebrations followed by all the family.
After working in a bank for 24 years, (Natalie was a 45 year old “mature”
student) she decided to change careers and become a History teacher. (Her
love of History came from her dad, not me!) Natalie is now teaching in a school
in Hornchurch. Well done Natalie!
God Bless
Irene Hall

A beautiful day trip
Since joining Barry in retirement, we have been enjoying our time together by going on a
number of day trips. One outing we had in the summer was to a place I have always wanted
to visit ..... a lavender farm.
The lavender farm (Mayfield Lavender Farm in Surrey), was spectacular, and we had a lovely
time walking through the rows of lavender. There was also a farm shop selling a large range
of products containing lavender. We were able to enjoy a nice lunch there and later in the
day, we enjoyed a lavender cream tea, which attracted lots of wasps!
It was such a pleasant experience at the farm, and this is one day trip we are hoping to
make annually! Praise the Lord for His wonderful creation of lavender!
Nicky Westover

Spiritual Life Together
1st Sunday: 10:30am. Morning Worship
6:30pm. Holy Communion
2nd Sunday: 10:30am Holy Communion
6:30pm. Evening Prayer
3rd Sunday: 10:30am. Morning Worship
6:30pm, Holy Communion
4th Sunday: 10:30am. Holy Communion
6:30pm. Open Service
5th Sunday: 10:30am Holy Communion
6:30pm. Evening Prayer
Sunday Club (our groups for children) meet during the morning
service in term-time. During school holidays and for one Sunday
in the middle of each half-term our morning services are for all
ages together.

Wednesdays 10:00 am. Holy Communion
Be still, and know that I am God. (Psalm 46 v 10)

Who's Who at St. Paul's
Bookings Secretary:Gwen Maclver 020 8552 3434
176 Burges Road East Ham, E6 2BS

Cornerstone:

Elizabeth Field 01708 630048
29 Hayes Drive, South Hornchurch RM13 7EL

Sunday Clubs: Co-ordinator:Naomi Kreeger
Sunday Club Team: Fred Apps, Kate Apps,
Carol Burgess, Linda Kilworth, Joyce Kreeger,
Parvaiz Masih, Sharon Teasdale-Mellid and
Ujwal Yesu.
Pathfinders: David Anderson and team

Who‛s Who at St. Paul's
Vicar:

Rev. Merrin Playle 020 8552 9955
The Vicarage, 227 Burges Road, East Ham
E6 2EU

Curates:

Obi Chike

- obichike@stpaulseastham.co.uk

Readers: Philip Burgess
020 8472 9115
275 Burges Road, East Ham, E6 2ES
Alan Kreeger
020 8594 4204
93 Beccles Drive, Barking, IG11 9HY
Churchwardens: Gwen MacIver and Ujwal D. Yesu
Assistant Churchwardens: Colin Granger and David Osho
Deanery Synod Reps 2017-19:. Carol Burgess and Ujwal D. Yesu
Church Council Members: all of the above plus clergy (Merrin and Obi),
Readers (Philip Burgess and Alan Kreeger), David Anderson, Esther
Banjo, Edward Burgess, Lyn Cooke, Ann Granger (Treasurer), Joyce
Kreeger, Naomi Kreeger, Sharon Teasdale-Mellid

For further details, please visit our website at:
www.stpaulseastham.co.uk

Find our Podcast on iTunes!

